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Evening Grosbeaks. Photo by Janis Hurey

of such cone crops throughout the
northern and central portions of
eastern Canada, likely forcing large
numbers of this species well south
this winter, especially as secondary
food sources are covered in snow.

Redpolls are fairly small, fluttery
finches with a brownish back and a
characteristic ruby red cap, petite
yellow bill that looks like it could give
you a good poke, and black chin.
Adult males have a reddish wash on
the breast and flanks, while females
tend to be darker-backed. Considered
three distinct species — Common,
Hoary, and Lesser — until just last year,
when new genetic evidence caused
ornithologists to “lump” them together
into the present species, Redpolls are
quite social birds and tend to stick
together with members of their own
species, although wayward individuals
may be found in winter flying alone

or amongst groups of sparrows or
other finches. Astute birders will often
pick up on lone migrants by listening
for their rapid “chit-chit-chit” flight
calls, which are distinctly finch-like

yet drier and less warbling than any
produced by our local species.

Nearly all Long Island reports of
Redpolls are from immediate coastal
areas such as the barrier beaches
and Twin Forks, the majority of
which are of small groups or single
birds heard and briefly seen flying
overhead (indeed, one was already
observed flying past the Fire Island
hawk watch in early November). In
exceptional irruption years, such as
winter 2014-2015 and 2020-2021,

larger groups of nearly fifty have been
found foraging on scrubby coastal
plants like seaside goldenrod (Tiana
Beach area, Hampton Bays, 2015) and
on corn stubble in large agricultural
fields (Oregon Rd., Cutchogue,

2021). Any brushy, weedy fields with
retained food sources could prove
attractive to these birds, as can areas
with large numbers of healthy birch
trees. There are several reports

from past years of birds coming to
feeders, usually with other finches, so
backyard birdwatchers should be on
the lookout for any unusual streaky
visitors among their regular flocks.

Evening Grosbeak

Although the Finch Forecast predicts
only a “moderate flight” of Evening
Grosbeaks this year, the species’s
striking appearance and erratic
tendencies make it worthy of inclusion
here simply for the joy a serendipitous
encounter would bring any local

bird watcher this winter. Startlingly
large finches with an eponymously
oversized, ivory-colored bill, Evening
Grosbeaks are noisy and gregarious
birds that are just as easily identified

Editor's Note: The female Evening
Grosbeak does not look like her
beautiful mate, but her Grosbeak
gives a clue as to her identity. Sally

by sight as by sound. Adult males
are especially noticeable thanks to
their school bus yellow forehead
and matching broad eyebrow,

richly contrasting black and white
wing patches, and golden-amber
underparts. Female and immature
birds are a more subdued but equally
beautiful silver-gray on the head and
back, with a gentle yellowish wash
to the nape and frosty edges to the
flight feathers. The most commonly
heard call is a House Sparrow-esque
“cheer” and is given often by birds
in flight, as well as by feeding or
roosting flocks. Birdwatchers hoping
to turn up an Evening Grosbeak this
season should therefore keep an
ear out for House Sparrows in odd
places, such as in pine forests or on
the barrier beaches, though many
encounters with this species seem
to be more a product of luck than of
careful searching. In this regard, one
of the best ways to make your own
luck with this species is by keeping a
well-stocked feeder in a bird-friendly
yard, as there are a number of local
records of Evening Grosbeaks making
multiple repeat visits to backyards to
gorge on black oil sunflower seeds.

In sum, whether you lament the
arrival of cold weather or rejoice in
the rhythms of winter birdwatching,

all birders should feel a little tinge

of excitement in knowing that the

next couple months might bring with
them a flurry of amazing and beautiful
visitors from The Great White North!
Those interested in reading the

entire Winter Finch Forecast for this
year or seasons past, or who wish to
learn more about finches in general,
should visit the website of the Finch
Research Network at finchnetwork.
org. Likewise, the recently published
“Stokes Guide to Finches of North
America” by Lillian Stokes and
Matthew A. Young contains a wealth of
fascinating information on these birds’
life histories, as well as identification
tips and interesting personal accounts
from the authors. Lastly, as always,
ebird.org is the best way to track
sightings of all kinds of birds, both
current and from past years. Happy
winter, and happy birding! m
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Recent Sightings and More... Tom Moran

Across

3 ____ Swallow

4 ____ Sparrow, often with chest spot
6________ Goldeneye,

crescent spot on face

9 Black & white winter birds
sometimes referred to as
penguins of the north!

10 Short, slim billed, Lesser:
Long upturned, Greater

13 On one of these is good place
to find a Purple Sandpiper

14 Is that a Tundra or a
Trumpeter

15Greater ______
Goose, seen at the Buffalo
Farm early this year

13 Notseajust ___ _

20See30Across _______ _
seen at Yaphank Farm this
November at the same spot that
it was sighted last October

22Purple _________ seenin
Montauk this year, at the same
spot it was seen last year

23 Could be a Whistling, Dabbler,
Bay, Sea, Stiff-tailed...

________ Gull, an occasional

winter visitor to the Bellport
Marina and other places

28 __ _ Sparrow

30 See 20 Across

32See21Down _________

34House _______,
Old World one

36 Northern
is nicknamed a gray ghost

adult male

——————

_____ -billed 24 down, maybe
see one off Montauk Point
this winter, not Common

39 Common (not so here) seen
in Riverhead this October

Cormorant

dNEEEES
H dEEER

AEEEEEER

24

N dANEEE

HlEE |
HE “l]
N HEEE

2__ 3 down, a first
location fall sighting at Wading River
Duck Pond this October/November

32down____

5 Common winter duck, male
is mostly gray backed

6 Red-winged bird

7 _ Oowl

8 A sea duck, that, takes its
name from a colorfully dressed
character in Commedia dell'arte

"m__ Wigeon, rufous and
cream headed, not American
with white, green and gray

12 Always one step ahead
or behind a wave

16 Likes to rest on grass,

double breast band

17 Northern
yellow shafted here

19____
vagrant. Distinctive facial pattern

21___ 32 Across, ofter referred
to by Yosemite Sam

24 37 Across

—_—————

sparrow, rare but regular fall

27 Farm, an Upland
Sandpiper was found on one
along CR 51 this September

28 House or Purple

29 __ __ Crow uh, uh

31 Northern

its hunting
technique was used as a
negotiating tactic in The Big Year

32 __ __ Scoter, two white
sploches on head

33 American __ _ _

35 __ _ _ Duck, boxes are put

up for them to nest in
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ELIAS
ANNUAL
DINNER

ednesday, October
15 at The Bellport
Country Club

many members and friends
of ELIAS joined to celebrate
another year of birding.

The speaker, John Turner,
well-known conservationist
and environmental advocate
shared his “Natural

Secrets of Long Island”.

With lots of raffle prizes many
went home with goodies.

The list of raffle prize donors
is on the following page. If
you visit any of our donors
please give them a Thank You.

Terry Brunnemer, one of our new Board
Members helped out.

www.easternlongislandaudubonsociety.org

Byron Young (right) congratulates
our speaker, John Turner on a
successful presentation.

Lots of smiling faces greeted the
speaker that night.
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A Big Thank You to the Businesses that Donated Raffle Prizes

A BIG Thank You to all who purchased Raffle Tickets for our recent Annual Dinner
- and Congratulations to all the Winners!! Here’s a list of the generous donors of
the Raffle Prizes and, please, thank them when you shop there:

Bay Gardens — East Moriches
Briermere Farms — Riverhead
CRESLI (Whale and Seal Watch) — West Sayville
Croteaux Vineyard — Southold
Dolci Momenti Bakery — Medford
Eastport Luncheonette — Eastport
Green Island Distributors — Riverhead
Hidden Ridge Plants — Ridge
Janis Hurley Photography — Eastport
Jerri's Cakery & Confections — Eastport
Long Island Aquarium — Riverhead
Long Island Maritime Museum — West Sayville
Lucharitos — Center Moriches
North Fork Craft Gallery — Wading River
Olish Farm — Eastport
Panera — Riverhead
Peconic Herb Farm — Calverton
Roses and Rice — East Quogue
Quogue Wildlife Refuge — Quogue
Shirley Feed - Shirley
Six Corners Liquor — Westhampton Beach
South Fork Natural History Museum — Bridghampton
Sunset at Senix — Center Moriches
Tamage Farm Agway — Riverhead
The Fish Store — Bayport
Wild Bird Crossing — Bridgehampton
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Continued from page 1

along riverbeds. The Common Cuckoo
is well known for its nest-parasitism.
The female cuckoo selects the nest of
another species of bird, removes any
eggs present and lays her egg or eggs
in that nest. They can lay between 12
and 22 eggs per season. The young
cuckoos, typically larger than any
other young birds that may hatch
within the nest force them out of the
nest, certainly not good neighbors.

While mingling with the birders
camped out at the Wood Golf Course
hoping to view the bird, the subject

of how this bird made its way to
Riverhead came up. There was a good
deal of speculation. Did the bird get
blown off course by winds? Did it lose
its navigation due to shifting magnetic
fields or was it possible it hitched

a ride on a passing ship. However,
upon examining the eBird records

it appears that this vagrant island
hopped from native habitats in Europe
and Asia to our shores. It is difficult

to see that movement from the East
North American data with only a few
observations. The West Coast of North
America, especially Alaska offers

a much clearer picture of the birds
Island hopping from Russia along the
Alutitian Islands into mainland Alaska.

While all of this may shed some light
on the Common Cuckoos habits

and movements it’s presence on
Long Island caused a great deal of
excitement. For those who saw the
bird, even for a few fleeting minutes
it was an exhilarating experience.
For those who missed the bird this
time have faith another one may be
on its way in the next few years. For
both Janis and me this was a lifer we
were happy to add to our Life List.

Good Birding!

Byron

ELIAS Represented at
NYSOA’s 78th Annual Meeting

Tom Moran

r I \his year’s New York State
Ornithological Society (NYSOA)
conference was held in Ithaca,

New York from September 19-21.

NYSOA’s goals are to document

rare sightings, promote appreciation

of birds and habitat preservation.

It holds annual meetings to bring

birders together, provide speakers

of notable interest and provide
birding opportunities away from
home. The meetings offer social,
educational and, of course, birding
activities. During the conference an
annual business meeting is held.

As a member organization ELIAS

is entitled to send a delegate.

The featured speaker Friday night
was Adrian Dokter, from the Cornell
Lab’s Center for Avian Population
Studies, who discussed how BirdCast
uses weather radar to detect night
migrations. This can reveal numbers
of birds and location. This information
can be used to note trends over time
and promote conservation efforts.

Peter Kaestner, Saturday's keynote
speaker, included many anecdotal
stories about his successful effort to
become the first person to see more
than 10,000 species, including one he
discovered himself! A species from
every bird family was observed. Here
is a link to an interesting interview

in which Peter Kaestner discusses
this achievement in addition to his
conservation efforts. A species from
every bird family was observed. Here
is a link to an interesting interview

in which Peter Kaestner discusses
this achievement in addition to his
conservation efforts.
https://www.bing.com/videos/
riverview/

or search for the following:

E20 Peter Kaestner — From Peace
Corps to 10,000 Birds and Beyond!

New York State Young Birders Club
is a NYSOA project to assist youth
between ages of 10-19 to become

Left to right: Patricia Aitkin, NYSOA
President; Tom Moran, author and ELIAS
delegate, Peter Kaestner, keynote speaker;
and Patricia Paladines, 4HAS co-president.

involved in birding. They are given
opportunities to present findings of
studies they have done in the past
year. More fun is the annual quiz they
put together to test the attendees.
No team got a perfect score this
year! ELIAS also supports NYSYBC.

Among the species that | saw while
birding locally was a Purple Gallinule at
Freese Rd., a first for Tompkins County!

The business meeting was held on
Saturday afternoon. Anne Swain
presented the Treasurer’s Report. On
behalf of Andy Mason, she reviewed
the Conservation Committee’s recent
efforts. These included information
concerning Barred vs Spotted Owls
on the west coast. A recommendation
to the NYS Governor to support
legislation to protect horseshoe
crabs, Piping Plovers at Rockaway
Beach and efforts to protect EPCAL
here on Long Island. Careena Pooth
reviewed the popular County and
State listing project that NYSOA

has been conducting since 1992;

an activity in which many of our
members participate. She also
discussed the continuing efforts

to archive NYSOA reports and
publications online. In addition, she
discussed the current status of the

Continued on page 14
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Word Search - the Bird Version Sudoku
GLOSSYKELFY IE >
NMAI HNOKELP 2 1
MENROOSWAN I
FAWMKDREJJN
SSCSLDMTEAE
HNMAGYGRAYR

| O BWWRRRAHE
NWLOONEESI B
YYMDWDEADNL
OLAPLANDTUU

FERALYYKI TE

ALDER KELP RAIL

ANI KITE RED

ASH LAPLAND SAW

BALD LARK SHINY The Laughing Gull
BLUE LOON SHORT

ELF MACAW SNOWY Q: Which bird is always out of breath?
EYE MAG SWAN

FEAS MEALY

FERAL MONK A: A puffin
GLOSSY NEW .
GRAY NODDY

GREAT NUT

GREEN OLD

JAR OwL Puzzles by Tom Moran

JAY PINE
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Continued from page 12

which has remained steady at 360 members and Answers to Crossword

42 clubs. Shai Mitra discussed the organization’s Recent Sightings and more...
on page 9

Puzzle by Tom Moran

publication of The Kingbird. Patricia Aitken assumed
the presidency from outgoing president, Anne Swaim.

As a delegate, | attended the business meeting
to learn of progress NYSOA is making on
birding and conservation issues and voted on
various issues presented to the group.

A[R[R|O[W[S]
Darlene McNeil also attended
' Y[E[L{L[O|W|L[E|G]S]

The conference was hosted by the Cayuga Bird Club. =

Winter Birding is here.

Take a trip to Montauk or
Shinnecock to check out the ducks
that spend the winter here.

N =L D (COIN |~ O
DIOININ NS |—=]|W
DA WIOIN |0 DN
WIN|=D |~ |OgD |00
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BIRD FOCUS

A Definite Bird that Says Winter is HERE!

Eileen Schwinn

s Osprey and American
AOystercatchers announce the

arrival of Spring on Eastern
Long Island, the arrival of White-
throated Sparrows and JUNCOS

inform us each year that, even though
it’s not snowing yet, WINTER IS HERE!

The Junco — The Snowbird!

Not at all colorful, with a dark gray
head and back and a white belly, this
bird can be found, depending on the
season, anywhere in North America.
They spend their summers, breeding
across Canada and Alaska. The winter
brings them to the “warmer” climate of
almost every state. They can be found
year-round in parts of New England

as well as the Rocky Mountains.

There are six subspecies. And until
1983, there were four “different”
Juncos you could add to your Life List.
Currently, they are “lumped” together
as a solo species. It’s the Dark-eyed
Junco that arrives on Long Island.
Usually found here under feeders,

in patchy woods, or near brush, one
mostly finds the birds together in
small, ground-feeding flocks. If you
watch them at your feeder over a short
period of time, you can see a definite
“pecking” order — males first, followed
by the slightly lighter colored females,
and finally, the youngest birds. Their
Latin name comes from Juncus, a
moisture-loving plant (rushes), and
Hyemalis “of winter”. They feed on
insects as well as seeds — that’s why
you have them in your yard, especially
after a snow fall. Very “flighty” when
they are spooked, the flock will retreat
to nearby shrubs, and can easily be
identified by their white outer tail
feathers as they fly away from you.

In a book on my shelf — printed in
1904 Bird Neighbors — an Introductory
Acquaintance with One Hundred and
Fifty Birds Commonly Found in the
Gardens, Meadows, and Woods About
Our Homes, by Neltje Blanchan (the
pseudonym of Mrs. Nellie B DeGraff),

| found this description: “They are
trim, sprightly, sleek and even natty:
Their dispositions are genial and
vivacious, not quarrelsome.......

and what is perhaps best about
them, they are birds we may surely
depend upon seeing in the winter
months”. And Miss Florence Merriam,
a contemporary of Mrs. DeGraff,
describes the Juncos as “little gray-
robed monks and nuns”. Both pretty
well describe these perennial visitors!

That little bird, with a rather small pink
bill, can be very entertaining to watch,
especially after a snow fall. If you can,
toss some birdseed out on a snow-free
patch, or under a shrub — watch them
appear! They look like the winter days
they are named after — “leaden skies
above, snow below”. Enjoy them all
winter long — when the snowbirds
disappear, you will know Spring

Time is right around the corner. m

Dark-eyed Juncos can easily be identified
by their white outer tail feathers as
they fly away.. Photo: Colleen DuBois

Photo below; Alan Kolnick
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